The comforts of Christmas
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Daily News Staff

TOWN OF WEET BEH’D -
When Aron and
Rodman first moved just south
of the city of West Bend five
vears agn, Christmas was
quickly approaching and they
wanted to make sure their new
home felt cozy with a fresh
Christmas e,

They drove around the city
looking for tree lota, but falt
that the trees were either far
boo pxpensive or way too big for
thair house.

“I got this sick feeling you
get in your gut,” Tiffany
Rodmamn said, “We had our son
with ug and we couldn’'t go
home with & tree.”

The Rodmans put an end to
that a year later when they
opened up their owmn Christmas
tree farm, complete with a gen-
uine free shopping experience.

White lights twinkle across
the barn doors. Trees and
wreaths fill the air with the
seant of evergresn.

A campfire blazes in the
backyard while children roast
marshmallows and sing
Christmas songs with thedr
friends and family

People can warm up in the
srmall barn with hat cider and
cookies. Outside Kids can chase
chickens around the property;
in and out of the maze of trees,

It sounds like something
siraight out of &8 Currier and
Ives posteard, but the Rodmans
said Christmas wouldn't be the
same withont 1t
_ “What we really sell is a fam-
ily expettence with the chance
to by a tree,” Aron Rodman
gaid,

“Christmas is the one time
each year people spend with
their families and picking out
the tree is a good start to thet
celehration.”

Each vear, the Rodmans opan
up thelr tree farm, an extension
of Aron's business, Extra Mile
Landscaping, the day afler
Thanksgiving and sell roughly
40 trees each season, This year,
the Rodmans are donating $1
from &very tree sold to Habitat
for Humanity. They hope to
raise roughly 8500 for the
OF BAT o,

Many Christmas cusiomers
roturn each year Aron Rodman
said it’s the atmosphers that
imrvites them in and brings
them back.

“Other than the obwvious rea-
son, Jesus, the family Is one of
the most important aspects
about the holidays,” he said.

Because the Rodmans have
three boys of their own, they
make sure the experience is
sl memorable for the chil-
dren. After receiving the tree
shipment, Aron Roddman sets
them up like a maze so his chil-

dren can run around and play
hide- amd-seek. If there's
enough snow, he’ll use his skid
loader 1o bitild snow forts.

*“{My) kids think it's the
coolest thing in the world,” he
said. “Every night we go out
there when everyone's gone and
we play hide and sselk and run
around,”

Eahe Hawkinson of West
Bend has been buying the fami-
Iy tree from the Rodmans for
four years and she said,
because it’s a family holiday, it
Just makses sense,
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“Everyone that goes axperi—

even make their tree-picking
Ceramony unigue,

“We pick one from our own
lot and we make it a date,” he
said. “We'll go on a slow night,
walk around and look at each
ot We always have an argua-
ment because we NEVET agres
on the same ane, ™

Anather reasoh he stresses
the family atmoesphere at his
tree farm is because the
Christmas tree generally goes
into the “family”™ room.

*People hawve busy lves, but
any excuss to gat out and spend
time with your family helps,”
hizn?-atd ‘It's all about the tradi-
tiom, "



